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the stone of Ebrahitn. By means of me he has killed his
enemies/ Baud then picked up this stone also and placed
it in his bag. When he arrived in the camp he perceived
a herald, who shouted: ' The king says, Whoever will
come forward and slay Jaltit in single combat shall obtain
my daughter for a spouse, and become my partner in the
government.' After hearing these words Daud said to his
brothers:, ' Why does not one of you attack Jalut, and kill
him, and become the son-in-law of the king ?' His brothers
replied : ' Thou art but a senseless fool, and therefore thou
speak est thus! Knowest thou not that no one is able to
meet and to fight Jalut ?' D&ud rejoined : * I shall enter
the lists with Jalut, and slay him/ His brothers replied:
* Be silent! for thou art void of the ornament of intellect/
Daud then approached the herald without the leave of his
brothers, and said: * Inform the king that I am the man
who will attack Jalut, and will exterminate him/ The
herald went to the foot of Talut's throne and informed him
that no one had accepted the challenge to fight Jalut,
except a boy of the children of Esrail. The king then
ordered Daud to be brought forward, and examined his
lordship, who replied : ' 0 king, if thou wilt keep thy
promise, I shall this moment conquer Jalut and his army !'
Talut, being astonished at this offer, asked: 'How wilt
thou, who hast a despicable body and a weak stature, obtain
the strength to resist Jalut, who is a valorous man of
strong body ?61 Hast thou ever tried to strike or pierce ?'
He replied: ' When I was pasturing the sheep sometimes
a wild beast, such as a lion or tiger, attacked my flock, but
I tore the body of my enemy to pieces by the strength of
my fist without the assistance of sword or knife/ When
T&lut perceived that Daud was determined to fight Jalftt
he provided him with a horse and cuirass, and sent him
to attack Jalut. It is said that this coat of mail was the
same which Shamuil had given to T&lut, with the informa-
tion that he whom it fitted perfectly would kill Jalut; and

61 1 Samuel, ch. xvii. 33 ;   For thou art bat a youth, and he a man
of war from his youth/
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